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[A:] Rather, it has become impossible to get the people to take inte-
rest in the opium question.
For the matter of that if you and I stopped writing about
South and East Africa nobody would worry about the condition
of the Indians there either. We are dealing with people who
know nothing. But you must remember that work for the pre-
vention of drink is still going on. Wherever khaddar has gained
a footing the whole process of purification has begun. You could
realize this if you went to Borsad or to Ramesra or Bardoli.
Temperance work and the conditions of social life in the villages
mainly occupy the attention of our workers wherever a khaddar
centre exists.
[A:] But why make the wearing of khaddar and spinning a religious duty?
Will not the people boycott those that are daring enough not to wear khaddar
or to spin?
Well, it must be a religious duty. Are you sure every Indian
will occupy himself usefully in the service of the country, simply
if I cease to insist on making spinning a religious duty? Yet
that does not at all mean that persons not wearing khaddar or
not spinning should be boycotted. On the contrary it would be
our duty to embrace them and win them ultimately to the side
of khaddar by our love, certainly not by talking or thinking ill
of them* I have suffered the penance of a twenty-one days' fast
simply because we fell from this standard. Will not the people
still understand? True boycott can only be of one kind, that of
refusal to accept personal service and denying oneself the advan-
tages of association with the person so dealt with, while being ever
ready to render him help in case of need, I would Welcome that
kind of boycott in the case of a person addicted to drink, but not
in the case of those who don't Wear khaddar. For there is cer-
tainly not that sin in wearing foreign cloth as in drink.
[A:] You make me feel more at ease. I am glad you have cleared these
points. Only, I don't like the idea of your making khaddar a test of moral
fitness. A friend writes to me to say that he has given up wearing khaddar
because it has become a cheap method of gaining popularity.
The friend makes a mistake. Am I to cease doing what I
think proper because another person makes a pretence of doing
that thing? That would be like my giving up speaking the truth
because some people feign truth.
[A:] But can't you eliminate the expressions shuddha and ashuddha from
the khaddar terminology?